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1 . AMBASSADOR PICKERING CURRENTLY OUT OF COUNTRY AND NOT 
EXPECTED BACK EOR SEVERAL DAYS. EMBASSY PRESUMES BRIEFING 
MENTIONED REFTEL REEERS TO INEORMAL REMARKS AMBASSADOR MADE 
TO CODEL WHILE PARTY WAS AWAITING KING HUSSEIN'S ARRIVAL 

FOR AUDIENCE AT ROYAL PALACE. AT THAT TIME, AMBASSADOR 
PICKERING COVERED A RANGE OF SUBJECTS AND, TO BEST OF OUR 
RECOLLECTION, REFERRED TO PALESTINIAN REEUGEE ISSUE IN 
CONTEXT OF JORDAN'S POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE WEST BANK. 

2. JORDAN CONTINUES TO HAVE LARGEST 
CONCENTRATION OE PALESTINE EXILES OF ANY ARAB STATE - 
AROUND 850,000 COMPRISED OE 645,000 REFUGEES WHO ARE 
HELPED IN DIFFERENT DEGREES BY UNRWA PLUS ABOUT 
204,000 "DISPALCED PERSONS" (JORDANIAN CITIZENS WHO 
FORMERLY LIVED ON WEST BANK AND CAME TO EAST BANK 
FOLLOWING 1967 WAR) HELPED BY GOJ. IT IS IMPORTANT 

TO JORDANIAN STABILITY AND MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS 
THAT UNRWA AND GOJ HAVE RESOURCES TO CONTINUE SUPPORT 
OF THESE "EXILES" PENDING OVERALL MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD DEAL WITH ISSUE OF THEIR EUTURE. 

3. JORDAN HAS HISTORIC ASSOCIATION WITH WEST BANK 
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THERE OF ANY ARAB STATE. UNTIL 1974, JORDAN WAS 
CONSIDERED THE ARAB NEGOTIATING PARTY FOR ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES ON WEST BANK 
WHICH HAD BEEN RULED BY JORDAN PRIOR TO THE 1967 WAR. 
JORDAN'S PROPOSALS FOR INITIAL 10 KILOMETER PULLBACK 
BY ISRAEL ON WEST BANK AS FIRST STEP WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE 
TO ISRAELIS, AND AT ARAB SUMMIT MEETING IN RABAT IN 
1974, IT WAS DECIDED THAT PLO HAD SOLE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR PALESTINIAN ISSUES SUCH AS OCCUPIED WEST BANK. 

AS BOTH AMBASSADOR PICKERING AND KING HUSSEIN STATED 
TO CODEL FLOWERS (AMMAN 6846), JORDAN ABIDES BY 1974 
RABAT SUMMIT DECISION FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS, 
INCLUDING ONE GIVEN BY KING HUSSEIN TO CODEL THAT 
PALESTINIANS THEMSELVES MUST BE PART OF THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS ABOUT WEST BANK IF SETTLEMENT REACHED THERE 
IS TO BE ACCEPTED BY THEM. 
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